WHO WE ARE

We are the proud progeny of the Royal House of Mandela, an African family dedicated
to the preservation of our history, culture and family. Our history, culture and family
values are closely linked with the life and times of Africa, her people, resilience,
compassion and courage.
The Mandela name is one of heritage, strong values and royalty. The Mandelas are the
descendants of a royal bloodline that dates back to the 18th century when Thembu
Land was part of the royal kingdom of the Eastern Cape. Our legacy can be traced
back to King Ngubengcuka, the king of the Thembus; tracing back to a small village in
the Eastern Cape, where the great Chief Mphakanyiswa of Mvezo and father to Nelson
Rolihlahla Mandela ruled. Our history is steeped in tradition, family values and a strong
sense of community. We are proud of our heritage and believe that only when we
understand and appreciate where we come from is it possible to achieve a state of
enlightenment and progress in our journey through life.
As Africans, we believe that community is an extension of our family, and we strive to
uphold our values in the way we interact with everyone around us. Openness, honesty,
empathy and patience are the cornerstones of how we form bonds with our immediate
and extended families. We strongly believe in a sense of humility, integrity and a
common notion that our problems can be solved more effectively when we open our
hearts, our minds and come together. It is this long-held tradition that has led us to
create a brand of wines that embodies such important values. The House of Mandela
Wines comprise the same values as their namesake with their unassuming, subtle
characteristics. They are best appreciated when people come together and share
stories and learn lessons from those who have traveled the road of life before them.

THE STORY OF THE HOUSE OF MANDELA

The family tree is like a vine that grows.
It’s who we are and where we come from.
DR. MAKAZIWE (MAKI) MANDELA
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THE SYNERGY BETWEEN HOUSE OF MANDELA AND WINE
The wines are not just about the juice in the bottle. They are the story of the House of
Mandela and the story of the rainbow nation of South Africa. Lineage and maintaining
our legacy plays an important part of our story, and incorporating wine into the House
of Mandela is our way of claiming who we are, where we come from and belong.
It is a way of paying homage not only to our father and grandfather, but also
honoring our ancestors.
Therefore, our passion lies in creating and contributing to projects with a soul. The
alignment of our family values with the understated quality of the wines is the perfect
way for us to share our story with the world. Each and every bottle holds a distinct
piece of Africa, her history and her people. It is for this purpose that we have chosen
wine as a bridge between the past, present and future - an appropriate way in which
to tell our story.

THE BEE
The Bee is our family’s totem symbol and represents the House of Mandela. It is the
literal translation of our father and grandfather’s name, Rolihlahla, colloquially
meaning, “One who is brave enough to challenge the status quo.” The wings represent
the many branches of our family tree.
In addition to representing courage, it also represents compassion and a concern for
others. Through sharing acts of kindness, it invokes numerous relationship circles with
family, friends and the broader community. It has a central function in our ecosystem
as the pollinator of food crops, and without it our world would be changed forever.

INTERESTING FACT: When our father and
grandfather went to his ancestral home after his
release from prison, he was followed by a swarm of
bees all the way from the airport to his home. This
symbolized good tidings and blessings from his
ancestors as they were welcoming him home.

OUR CLAN NAMES
Madiba, Sopitsho, Yem-Yem, Ngqolomsila, Velabambhentsele, Madibindonga,
Zondwa Zintshaba are our clan names. These are the family names of our ancestors
which are considered more important than surnames amongst Xhosa speaking people.
Much like the clan system of Scotland, Xhosa people can trace their family history
back to a specific male ancestor or stock. Mentioning the clan name of someone you
wish to address is the highest form of respect, and it is considered polite to inquire
about someone's clan name when you meet them. The clan name is also sometimes
used as an exclamation, salute or greeting by members of that clan.

CHOOSING OUR PARTNERS
Through the House of Mandela, our intention is to showcase the best of what South
Africa has to offer. In light of this, we chose six wineries to produce our wines. The
wineries were carefully selected and had to mirror our values of openness, warmth and
family orientation. They had to be ethical in their practices and honest in their
communication, as well as maintain the biodiversity of their land for future generations.

In water one sees one’s own face; but in wine,
one beholds the heart of another.
FRENCH PROVERB

